
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

OCTOBER 28, 2015  

CONTACT:  ctpreservationaction@gmail.com 
 

2015 Connecticut Preservation Action Conference 
 

Connecticut Preservation Now:  Changes and Opportunities in Funding 
 

Friday, November 13, 2015 

9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

At the National Historic Landmark Barnum Museum, 820 Main Street, Bridgeport, CT 

 

Join the statewide advocacy organization, Connecticut Preservation 

Action (CPA) for its 2015 conference which will focus on changes 

and new opportunities for grant funding from the state of 

Connecticut.   If you’re a community leader or preservationist 

interested in ways to fund your own restoration projects; a 

municipal planner looking for ways to create a legacy for your 

community’s identity; a nonprofit owner or architect looking for 

grants to rehab your historic building projects; or a preservation 

organization wondering about the future of the recent state budget 

cuts to the Community Investment Act (CIA) funding, this is the 

conference you will not want to miss! 
 
Program will include a legislative update on CIA funding.  Speakers include: 
 
 
• Kathy Maher, Barnum Museum Executive Director, SHPO Council, and former CPA Vice Chair, who will introduce 

the conference speakers. 

• Bridgeport Mayor Bill Finch, who will open the conference with welcoming remarks. 

• John W. Shannahan, former Director of the Connecticut Historical Commission/ State Historic Preservation 

Officer and past CPA board officer, who will review the history of CPA.  

• Dr. Leah Glaser, CPA President and Central Connecticut State University Professor of History, who will review 

the recent work of CPA. 

• Mike Dugan, Lobbyist for CPA, Capitol Consulting, who will review the recent legislative session and CIA funds, 

and explain the importance of how to communicate with legislators in response to issues. 

• Kristina Newman-Scott, Director of Culture at the Connecticut Office of Culture and Tourism, and State Historic 

Preservation Officer, who will give an update on the SHPO office and its work.  

• Mary Dunne, Certified Local Government and Grants Coordinator with the State Historic Preservation Office 

(SHPO)  who will speak about the recent CIA funding cuts during the Spring 2015 state legislative session, and 



what this means for the future distributions of state grants for preservation projects.  And Laura Mancuso, 

Director, Cultural Resources for CBRE, and former Deputy SHPO and Construction Grants Coordinator, who will 

discuss the state Historic Restoration Fund grant.  Looking toward 2016 and beyond, they will also do an 

overview of all the state grants available.  

• Daniel Mackay, Executive Director of the Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation, who will discuss the many 

grant opportunities and programs that the Trust also offers, and share success stories from prior recipients. 
 
 
Following an on-site lunch, the afternoon session will include a panel discussion about the future of CIA funding.  

Moderated by CPA board member, John Simone, President and CEO of the CT Main Street Program, panelists will 

include CIA fund recipients, Mark McEachern of the Torrington Historical Society; Joe Samolis, from the city of 

Middletown; Mary Fuller, of the Congregational Church of Plainville; and Delpha Very, Director of Economic and 

Community Development, town of Putnam, who will discuss their successful use of funds, and any challenges involved.  

A Q & A will follow.   Mary Dunne and Laura Mancuso will be on hand to answer questions about state regulations, 

eligibility, how to secure funding, and process. 
 
An added bonus!  At the end of the afternoon session, Structural Engineer, James Norden, of GNCB Consulting 

Engineers, Inc. in Old Saybrook, will offer a hard-hat walking tour of the restoration and stabilization of the Romanesque 

Barnum Museum for those interested.  Sign up at the admission desk. 
 
Preservation is moving forward in new and exciting ways.  Countless preservation organizations, from the national level 

to the local, are focusing on community and neighborhood sustainability, and the vital importance of place making.  

There will be strengthened places at the table for neighborhood residents, municipal leaders, architects, strategists and 

funders.   This takes time, consideration of what makes each place special, and how to fund these initiatives.  Moving 

forward to find dollars at a time of state deficits remains a challenge. 
 

Don’t miss this important and informative event! 
 

CONFERENCE FEES (including on-site lunch) 
 
$ 40 for CPA members;   $ 60 for nonmembers:  Includes a one-year individual membership to CPA;   $ 200 for non CPA 

organizations:  Includes a one-year organizational membership to CPA and one seat at the event.   
 

TO REGISTER:   Online at:  www.ctpreservationaction.org.   Seating will be limited, so please RSVP no later than 

November 6, 2015.   By Mail:  Please make checks payable to:  
 
Connecticut Preservation Action 

C/o Jean King, treasurer 

126 North St. 

Watertown, CT 06795                           PLEASE NOTE: Checks must be received no later than November 6, 2015. 
 
For directions, parking, and information:  www.ctpreservationaction.org.  Or call:  Jean King at (860) 916-7367. 
 
BECOME A SPONSOR!  Email:  ctpreservationaction@gmail.com.  Or call:  Jean King at (860) 916-7367. 
 
 
Made possible through the support of our Sponsors:  Crosskey Architects, LLC;  Kronenberger & Sons 

Restoration, Inc.;  State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO);  Corvus Capital Partners.  And our In-kind 

Sponsors:  The Barnum Museum;  People's United Bank;  Nelson Edwards Company Architects, LLC. 
 
Connecticut Preservation Action (CPA) is a nonprofit 501(c)(4) advocacy group. Its mission is:  To bring together organizations and 

individuals to unite behind a common public policy agenda at local, state and national levels promoting historic preservation as 

environmentally and economically sustainable development that invests in communities, creates local jobs, and preserves local 

cultural identity.  


